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This edition begins the seventh year for Seeing the Round Corners.  The column evolved from this writer’s “vision” as a way of raising the awareness of readers on issues affecting their daily lives and perhaps long-term financial stability.  


I have often been asked about why the name as it is a contradiction in reality.  After all, buildings are typically built with 90°/right angle corners.  Here in the West, the unusual architectural design of buildings without right angle corners has been used to create structures that are quite unusual and pleasing to the eye.  



The mission of Seeing the Round Corners has and is to present information to the reader to evoke a thought process and interest in becoming better informed, and to be skeptical of the headline-grabbing purveyors of information (a.k.a. on-air media and print media).  The twenty-four/seven news cycle means a constant push to get on the air first which far too often means cutting corners when verifying facts and legitimacy of information.  


Motivating the reader to look beyond what is not physically visible sums up the mission and goal of Seeing the Round Corners.  


Secondhand smoke has always been a controversial issue based on smokers’ claims of freedom to do as they please.  The Archives of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine recently released a study believed to the first conducted on secondhand smoke exposure and its impact on the mental health of American kids and teens.  Care to venture a thought on the impact marijuana smoke has on kids and teens from parents who smoke marijuana even though their offspring are present in the household?  Did legislators give this an ounce of consideration when the medical marijuana legislation was passed?    

Sustainability is a frequently used buzz-word on a number of issues.  Dave Wann is a well-respected writer on this subject and proposed that prevention, precision and participation are the path to creating an affordable low-waste economy.  


The Western diet is the major factor attributable to obesity in America today, the treatment of which impacts the American health care system more than $500 million annually.  


Many mutual disasters such as flooding are attributable to man’s infliction on the landscape.  The removal of dams that should never have been built with removal costs in the billions of dollars continues as one example of man’s arrogance to the natural state of the environment.  Remember that cliché “you can’t beat Mother Nature?”  


The imposition of ethanol on the American public is another government boon-doggle by those who were incapable of recognizing or refused to consider the impact on the food chain that deciding to take such a significant player (corn) to be the key ingredient in a fuel (ethanol) is not sustainable without permanent government subsidies.  Or maybe that was the whole idea.  


The aluminum industry proved to have the most powerful lobby and won out over the glass industry to impose a switch to aluminum cans which take ten times more energy to produce than reusable glass bottles.  


The number of unemployed Americans in this country emphasizes humans as a plentiful resource and as more than just individuals being out of work.  It also emphasizes an ever-increasing number of human resources.  Yet, the zeal of technology is to increase productivity using less of a plentiful supply of human resources, while using more of a steadily decreasing supply of natural/material resources to the detriment of America’s environment and economy.  Of course, that excludes corporate greed which compounds the situation as outsourcing escalates to foreign countries to take advantage of cheap labor, lax or non-existent regulations as to quality of products and worse yet, employee safe-working conditions.  Readers have only to think of the products from China alone that get into this country and kill American citizens.  


And finally, the subject of taxes and the target of raising them.  Corporations are adept at persuading legislators to look in another direction when raising taxes.  Yet, giant corporations such as General Electric (GE) stiff America for zero taxes while making $5.1 billion in United States profits in 2010.  GE is not the only United States corporation to get away with such tactics while claiming full compliance with all tax laws.  Such corporate tactics are unconscionable when programs for Head Start and community health centers are at the head of the list for cutbacks or complete elimination.  
Remember, raising taxes on individuals is the easier scare tactic even though it means less revenue in the long-run than a minimum tax rate for corporations doing business in America.  Let’s fact it, ordinary Americans do not have high-priced lawyers doing their bidding, a tool corporations exert no reluctance in using.  Why?  All legal expenses are fully deductible by corporations so why spare any expense?  
These are just a few of the issues Seeing the Round Corners will present in the 2011 editions.  


The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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